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the urbanity of the present Chief Magistrate  B* W.
Grace, Esq. and Richard Bremridge, Esq. give a wel-
come to the stranger, more gratifying than the luxuries
of their tables.   Intellectual and joyous were the hours
passed   amidst   the   elegancies   of   Castle   Hill,   and
Boutport-Street,   when their amiable  mistresses,   and
their fair friends, added the charm of feminine wit and
beauty to  the scene.    Mr,  Bremridge patronized my
benefit, and a crowd of loveliness and rank that night
filled the theatre.   I was also honoured by the notice of
other families of the first consequence in the town ; and
the  prejudice  of old associations being removed,  the
eminent Doctor Morgan distinguished me by his friend-
ship, though I boldly condemned a drama he had trans-
lated  from   the   French,   and otherwise   disputed  his
judgment on theatrical affairs. (26)    My influence with
the management obtained a benefit night for that ex-
cellent Institution, the North Devon Infirmary ; and the
next day Doctor Morgan introduced me in the committee-
room, as a beiwfactor to the chanty.    Amongst other
testimonies of regard3   a proposal was made to build
a new theatre for me ;  but I did not entertain the pro-
posal, because I respected Lee, and knew my opposition
to him would materially affect the comforts of his family.
Some   novelty being required, I brought out Faustus
with an unusual degree of splendour, for Barnstaple ; but
it failed, and thus confirmed my opinion, that an audience
are averse to instruction.   I left Barnstaple with heartfelt
regret, not anticipating that in Bridport I should find
friends, whose flattering and affectionate regard madeomedies are never seen till about noon, when men's eyes are
